APPENDIX

VERSES ATTRIBUTED TO SISTERS IN THE BHIKKHUNI-
SANYUTTA OF THE SANYUTTA-NIKAYA

1. Alavika.1

THUS have I heard. The Exalted One was once staying at
Savatthi, in the Jeta Grove, the park of Anathapindika.
Now Alavika the Bhikkhuni dressed herself early and,
taking bowl and robe, entered Savatthi for food. And
when she had gone about Savatthi for it, had broken her
fast and returned, she entered the Dark Wood, seeking
solitude.

Then Mara the Evil One, desiring to arouse fear, waver-
ing,, and dread in her, desiring to make her desist from
being alone, went up to her, and addressed her in a
verse:

* Ne'er shalt thou find escape while in the world.
What profiteth thee then thy loneliness ?
Take the good things of life while yet thou may'st>
Repentance else too late awaiteth thee/

Then Alavika thought: 'Who now is this, human or
non-human, that speaketh this verse ? Sure 'tis Mara the
Evil One speaketh it, desirous to arouse in me fear,
wavering and dread, desirous to make me desist from my
solitude.' And Bhikkhuni Alavika, knowing that 'twas he,
replied with a verse :

1 Cf. Sela's Psalin, xxxv. She was the daughter of the King of
Alavi.
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